1318 Woodstock Ave.

Ames, IA 50014

April 24, 2003

Charles Kostelnick, Chair

Department of English

Iowa State University

Ames, IA 50011

Subject:  English Department Lecturer Position

Dear Charlie:

I am applying for the one-year Lecturer position offered by the English Department that is posted on the Iowa State University Employment Opportunities Website <http://www.hrs.iastate.edu/jobs/4academic.htm#033140>.  Though I would enjoy teaching any courses the department has to offer, I am specifically interested in developing the First-Year Composition link to the Design Exchange Program, the learning community for design students.

During the 2002-2003 academic year, I worked closely with Frank Bell, Design Exchange Coordinator, to develop the link between First-Year Composition and design courses, specifically Design 110 and Design 111, the Design Exchange seminars.  We developed our course schedules and assignments together in order to demonstrate to the students the relationship between writing and design.  Our joint assignments showed how both writing composition and the design process are recursive, cycling through similar stages of brainstorming, outlining, organizing, drafting, and revising.  Our main goal was to help students understand the importance of writing in design-related fields, showing how writing can allow them to better convey their design concepts to audiences.

Now that I've worked with the Design Exchange for a year, I would like an opportunity to refine my teaching of these linked English courses.  The past year has taught me a lot in terms of the types of courses design students take, the assignments required in those courses, the purposes of those assignments, and the role of writing in their coursework overall, especially within their Professional Program application.  Much of this information I've had to learn along the way; now that I have this knowledge, I feel my future design-linked composition classes could benefit greatly with my better understanding of the design program requirements and "lifestyle."  I would enjoy being able to apply all that I have learned this year to another year of working with this learning community, as I feel I would have so much more to offer to those students now.

My website development skills would also compliment the goals of the Design Exchange Program, as designing for the web requires specific knowledge of the rhetorical situation of Internet writing and designing.  My work redesigning the English Department website, conducting HTML workshops for the Society for Technical Communication, and teaching English 313: Writing for the World Wide Web provide me with the knowledge of web design and the experience teaching these skills to a variety of different audiences.  Not only would my web design skills allow me to diversify and enhance the types of writing taught in the Design Exchange sections of First-Year Composition, but with the growing interest in web design and the development of the Technical Communication major, the English Department could offer more sections of English 313 in response to the demand for the course, and I could teach sections of this as well as composition and business communication courses.

My web design skills, visual rhetoric background, and Design Exchange Learning Community experiences would satisfy many of the English Department’s resource needs and would broaden the possible skills the Design Exchange has to offer.  Thank you for your consideration of my application.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Greg Klotz

