555 5th Street

Ames, IA 55555

(515) 555-5555

October 8, 2002

Martin Anderson

Sales Representative

IBP Corporation

3746 Dakota Drive

Dakota Dunes, SD 76353

Dear Mr. Anderson:

I am writing to express my interest in the Cattle Buyer position posted/advertised in the September issue of Drovers Magazine.  I will graduate from Iowa State University in May 2003 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Animal Science.  
As I understand, the Cattle Buying position combines evaluating on a quality and yield basis, then pricing the cattle on a live basis.  The Cattle Buyer position requires an individual who is motivated to work alone or working with other people from diverse backgrounds (why?).

My education at Iowa State University has given me an appreciation for diversity in the agricultural field and in higher education.  Working in the livestock industry has always been a career goal of mine (why?).  During my education, I have learned many different integral parts of the livestock industry, from meat science to nutrition and reproduction.  I have put this knowledge to practice in my varied job experiences in livestock settings and in my different intercollegiate judging experiences.  

As a lab technician, I was expected to work independently and accurately (doing what?).  This has given me the experience to be self-motivated and take initiative in an operation (how so? what did you do in this position that would demonstrate this characteristic?).
Through my Intercollegiate judging experiences, I have learned (how?) to assess? quality and yield grade beef carcasses.  My judging experiences also provide me the opportunity to refine my skills of pricing beef, pork, and lamb carcasses, as well as pricing them live.

NOW RELATE THESE TWO JOB EXPERIENCES BACK TO YOUR DESIRED POSITION
With my varied work history and education, I would adapt easily to the requirements and duties of the Cattle Buyer position.  (expand…)

I would like to set up an interview with you so we can discuss the ways in which I can benefit (is this the word you're looking for?) the Cattle Buyer position you are offering.  If you have questions, please contact me at (515) 555-5555 anytime after 5:00 p.m.  I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely,

Student 3

Encl.: Resume and References

